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GFWC REPRESENTED AT UNITED STATE OF WOMEN SUMMIT
GFWC International President Babs J. Condon Leads Delegation to Historical Summit Focused on
Gender Equality
Wednesday, June 15 (Washington, D.C.) – GFWC International President Babs J. Condon
was honored to represent the General Federation of Women’s Clubs at the first-ever United State of
Women Summit on Tuesday, hosted by the White House. President Condon led a delegation of 17
GFWC leaders to the summit, which celebrated achievements made by women and girls, and
discussed the progress that is still needed to reach full gender equality.
“As a 126-year-old women’s volunteer organization, GFWC was proud to have a seat at the table and
join influential women as we celebrated the strides we have made,” President Condon said. “We
were truly inspired by the lessons learned at this historical event, and will apply what we learned to
our work in communities across the world.”
At the summit, GFWC leaders heard from President Barack Obama, who spoke about the powerful
women who paved the way for women’s rights today. Lilly Ledbetter, a GFWC member from
Alabama, also spoke at the summit. Ledbetter, who found out she was making less than men for
performing the same job, is the namesake of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. This bill was the first
signed into law when President Obama took office and aims to prevent pay discrimination based on
gender.
As a leader in the fight to end domestic violence, the remarks delivered by Vice President Joe Biden
reminded GFWC of the importance of its work, especially through its Signature Project: Domestic
Violence Awareness and Prevention. Vice President Biden, who introduced the Violence Against
Women act in 1990, spoke about the need to end rape culture and sexual assault.
GFWC was inspired to have a presence in this room among so many strong and influential women.
Clubwomen heard from administration officials including Valerie Jarret, Senior Advisor to the
President and Chair of the White House Council on Women and Girls, and Tina Tchen, Chief of
Staff to the First Lady and Executive Director of the White House Council on Women and Girls.
Other prominent speakers included Attorney General Loretta Lynch, Billy Jean King, General Lori
Robinson, and Warren Buffet. The summit also included a discussion between First Lady Michelle
Obama and Oprah Winfrey.

“GFWC is proud to have a legacy of standing up for women, and will continue to open doors to
equality,” President Condon said. “This summit reminded us that we must continue to advocate for
issues impacting women and girls.”

About the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a unifying force, bringing together local women’s
clubs, with members dedicated to strengthening their communities and enhancing the lives of
others through volunteer service. With 90,000 members in affiliated clubs in every state and more
than a dozen countries, GFWC members are community leaders who work locally to create global
change by supporting the arts, preserving natural resources, advancing education, promoting
healthy lifestyles, encouraging civic involvement, and working toward world peace and
understanding
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