The Best of Northern Italy
July 19th - 29th 2023
We are pleased to present a unique
opportunity to join the President and other
members of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs on this custom designed
tour of the Best of Northern Italy.
This second annual tour will be hosted
by GFWC International President Deb
Strahanoski and operated by specialist tour
operator Discover Europe. Last year’s tour
to Britain was a great success and many of
the same people have already said they will
be returning this time!
The relaxed pace of the tour allows us to
take in carefully selected, important tourist
sites, but still to have time to take those little
detours to secret places that our tour guides
love to share.
Our hotels are all hand picked for charm and
character as well as comfort and location and
we are strict about limiting the group size to
a maximum of 30 passengers.

Lake Como

the cost of this itinerary, per person, double occupancy is:
Land Only (no airfare included):
Single supplement: 		

$3680
$990

Airfares are available from many U.S. cities. Please call for details.

Florence

The following services are included:
Hotels:
9 nights’ accommodation in first-class hotels, including all
		
hotel taxes and service charges
Coaching: All ground transportation as detailed in the itinerary
Trains:
Round trip tickets from Montecatini to Florence
Boat Rides: On Lake Maggiore, Lake Como and along the Cinque Terre
Meals:
Breakfast daily, 4 lunches, 3 dinners
Baggage: Porterage of one large suitcase per person
Entrances: Entrance fees to all sites included in the itinerary
Guides:
Discover Europe guide throughout, local guides
		
as detailed in the itinerary
Tips:
All tips to bus drivers and tour guides are included
Please note that travel insurance is not included on this tour.
Insurance information will be mailed to each registration on receipt of deposit.

Discover Europe Ltd.
122 Island Street
Keene, NH 03431
USA
			
			

info@discovereuropeltd.com
www.discovereuropeltd.com
(toll free) 866-563-7077
(fax) 603-563-7137

Stresa

Bellagio
Milan
Montecatini
Terme

Wednesday, July 19: Departure from your chosen US gateway city.
Overnight: Plane
Thursday, July 20: Morning arrivals at Milan Malpensa Airport will be met
for the transfer to Stresa. Upon arrival, there will be time to have lunch, check
in, unpack and relax. The afternoon is free to begin exploring this beautiful lake
side town or just to rest up from the overnight flight. This evening a dinner party
at the hotel welcomes the group to Italy. (B, D) Overnight: Stresa

Friday, July 21: We begin our first full day in Stresa with a boat transfer to Isola Bella
for a morning walking tour with a local guide. Literally translated as ‘beautiful island’ this
is one of the Borromean Islands of Lake Maggiore. Scenically divided by a fishing village and
the Palace with surrounding Italianate garden, we’ll enjoy the setting of historically sumptuous parties and theatrical events for
the nobility of Europe. The palace, begun in 1632 by Carlo III, from
the influential House of Borromeo, was to be dedicated to his wife
Isabella D’Adda (from whom the island takes its name). We’ll have
lunch on Isola Pescatori, before heading to Isola Madre. A walking
tour with a local guide will acquaint us with the largest of the three
islands in the archipelago. We’ll wander among the well-known
English style gardens – the Giardini Botanici dell’Isola Madre –
dating from about 1823, and covering eight hectares on the site of
a former citrus orchard. We’ll return to our hotel for a free evening.
(B, L) Overnight: Stresa
Saturday, July 22: We’ll begin our day with a drive through
A Lakeside Villa
the spectacular countryside to Varese, where we’ll visit the Villa
Cicogna Mozzoni and enjoy a private tour of both the house and
garden with the owner. The residence is a stellar example of Lombard
Renaissance architecture and was first built in 1400 as a hunting lodge for the Mozzoni family, Milanese nobility who retired
to the Varese area. The gardens, dating back to the 16th century, include a ‘stairway’ of water featuring a temple at the top and
a grotto with tunnels. We’ll relax over lunch before continuing to our hotel in Bellagio. After checking in, the rest of the day is
free to explore the town and sample a local restaurant for dinner. (B, L) Overnight: Bellagio
Sunday, July 23: Today we tour Lake Como by private boat with several stops along its shores. Relax and enjoy the view of
lake front villas and tiny villages nestled along its banks. We will have lunch on Isola Comacina where we’ll dine al fresco on
the lake at Locanda dell’Isola. In the afternoon, we travel a short distance to enjoy a tour of the house and exploration of the
terraced gardens of Villa Balbianello before cruising back to our hotel. Free evening to sample a local restaurant.
(B, L) Overnight: Bellagio
Monday, July 24: Heading south today, our first stop will be in the city of Parma. This is the region of Emilia-Romagna,
renowned for its wonderful food and produce (Parma, Ham, Parmesan Cheese, Balsamic vinegar, etc). We have a short walking
tour of the city center and then have time for lunch, before we continue on our journey. Our route takes us vis Bologna and
then over the Apennine Mountains down into Florence. Our destination is the beautiful spa town of Montecatini just outside
the city. Dinner will await us when we arrive. (B, D) Overnight: Montecatini Terme
Tuesday, July 25: This morning we take the train into the center of Florence where we will meet our local guide. Our morning
walking tour will include a visit to the Duomo and end with a tour of the Uffizi Gallery. The rest of the day is free to explore
this magnificent (and crowded!) city on your own and you will be able to take the train back to Montecatini when you feel ready.
(B) Overnight: Montecatini Terme
Wednesday, July 26: Today we will take an excursion to the nearby town
of Lucca, the birthplace of Giacomo Puccini. We’ll enjoy a walking tour of
this beautiful walled town and then be free to have lunch. A leisurely return
to Montecatini for a free evening. (B) Overnight: Montecatini Terme

The Cinque Terre

Thursday, July 27: This morning we head to the coast at La Spezia. At
Porto Venere we will take a boat for a scenic ride up the coast of the Cinque
Terre. We end at the town of Monterosso al Mare, where we will have lunch
and meet our bus for the onward ride to Milan. Our afternoon drive north,
takes us through Christopher Columbus’ hometown of Genoa. The evening
is free when we arrive in Milan. (B, L) Overnight: Milan

Friday, July 28: Morning sightseeing of Milan with a local guide will
include a visit to the magnificent cathedral and end with a viewing of
Leonardo’s Last Supper, in situ in the church of Santa Maria della Grazie.
The afternoon is free for individual exploration and last-minute souvenir
shopping. This evening we gather for a farewell dinner.
(B, D) Overnight: Milan
Saturday, July 29: Morning transfers to Malpensa Airport for returning
flights to the US. Alternatively why not stay on for a few days and visit
Rome, the Eternal City, or Venice, Discover Europe will be happy to help
you make all the arrangements. (B)
			
*Key to included meals: B - breakfast, L - lunch, D - dinner

General Instructions
1. Please type or print.
2. Make checks payable to Discover Europe, Ltd.
3. Be sure to read the Terms & Conditions and the Refund Policy contained
on this form.
4. Complete both sides of this form.
5. Detach the bottom section and return to Discover Europe with your deposit
of $500 per person, if this has not already been paid. Keep the top section
for your records.
Detailed Instructions
Name(s). Please make sure that your name appears on this form exactly as it
does on your passport. Please also include your “Known As” or preferred
name, if applicable.
Passport Details. This information is required by airlines and having it
helps in the event of lost or stolen documents.
Address. If you have a temporary address, please let us have the details,
including dates that you are there, on a separate sheet.
Dietary Requirements. Please let us know if you require any special meals
both for the hotels and the airlines.
Health Information. It is very valuable for us to know ahead of time
if you require any special assistance. Discover Europe tours are always
paced for comfort, but inevitably there is also a certain amount of walking
involved. Participants should have sufficient stamina to keep pace with the
tour group and not cause delays. Please consult with your physician if have
any questions regarding your ability to participate fully.
Trip Details
Please fill in the name of the trip you wish to register for, the departure and
return dates and your departure airport or city.

Trip Details for Best of Northern Italy
Departure Date:

(230719/FWI)

2.

Title

First		

Middle		

Last

First		

Middle		

Last

Known As: 1.
Passport 1#:
Passport 2#:

Independent Flight Arrangements
1. If transatlantic flights are not already included as part of your tour, or if
you wish to deviate from the group flights, Discover Europe will be happy
to make your flight arrangements for you. The fee for this service is $40
per ticket.
2. If you are arranging your own flights, please provide your complete flight
information, giving the following: dates of travel, airline(s), flight numbers,
departure and arrival airports and departure and arrival times for all flight
segments that you have booked. Transportation to and from the hotel for
arrival and departure arrangements that are separate from the group can be
made at an additional cost. It is essential that we receive your complete
flight information at least 90 days prior to your trip departure.
Rooming Requirements
A twin room has two separate single beds in it. A double room has
one large bed. Please use this section to let us know your preference.
We will always book non-smoking rooms when available.
If you are sharing a room, please let us know with whom. If you would like
to share a room but do not have a roommate, we will be happy to try and
match you up but unfortunately cannot guarantee that this will be possible.
If no match is available, the single supplement will apply.
Payment Protection Plan
Please indicate here if you would be interested in applying for our Payment
Protection Plan. Please see website or brochure for instructions and terms
& conditions.



Special Dietary Requirements or Allergies:

Contact Information
E-mail:

2.
Exp.Date:

DOB:

Exp.Date:

DOB:

Address:
City:

Emergency Contact
This information is essential.

Health Information:

Passport Name:
Title

Registration Form

Return Date:

Passenger Details
1.

The Duomo, Milan

State:

Zip:

Preferred Telephone: (

)

					
Secondary Telephone: (

)

work/cell/home
circle one

work/cell/home

			
Please return this form to:
Discover Europe, Ltd.
122 Island Street, Keene, NH 03431

circle one

Terms & Conditions
Terms & Conditions
1. Please be sure to complete both sides of this form.
2. Space on this journey is limited and registrations are accepted strictly on
a first come, first served basis.
3. Registration and payment imply acceptance of the terms and conditions
described herein. This information, as well as your itinerary description
regarding dates, inclusions and prices, form the basis of your individual
contract with Discover Europe, Ltd.
4. Registration and payment waive and release Discover Europe, Ltd.,
GFWC, their affiliates, directors, officers, employees, including any person
or entity employed or utilized by them, from all claims arising from any
injury, loss, damage, accident, delay or expense resulting from events
beyond their control, including, without limitation: natural disasters,
war, strikes, incidents of politically-motivated violence, sickness or
quarantine, government restrictions or regulations, and in the absence
of its own gross negligence, arising from the use of any vehicle or from
any act of omission by any bus or car rental agency, airline, taxi or tour
service, hotel, restaurant, or other firm, agency, company or individual.
5. Discover Europe, Ltd. reserves the right to substitute hotels, airlines,
activities or excursions in response to changes in availability, local events
or weather conditions, provided such substitutions do not adversely affect
the overall quality of the tour. Such substitutions do not constitute grounds
for withdrawal with full refund.
6. Conduct During the Tour: You are responsible for respecting the authority
and laws of the countries in your itinerary, including local health and
safety regulations, and following the directions of the tour guide. We
may exclude you from participating in all or any part of the tour if, in our
sole discretion, your health, condition or behavior renders you unfit for
the tour or unfit for continuation once the tour has begun. Unfitness may
include, without limitation, any behavior that, regardless of its cause, is
inappropriate or offensive or interferes with the delivery of tour services,
or may constitute a hazard or embarrassment. In such case, our liability
shall be strictly limited to refund of the recoverable cost of any unused
portion of the tour. Should you decide not to participate in certain parts
of the tour or use certain goods included in the tour, no refunds will be
made for those unused parts of the tour or goods.
Payment Schedule
1. A deposit of $500 must accompany this completed form (if it has not
already been paid).
2. The remaining balance will be billed and payable 90 days prior to trip
departure. A late fee of $100 per person may be added to balances still
outstanding 60 days prior to departure.
Tour Cost Adjustments
Discover Europe makes every effort to guarantee that the published cost of
your chosen tour will not change. However, we do reserve the right to make
adjustments in the following circumstances:
1. Exchange rates. Should the value of the dollar fall against the currency

Emergency Contact Information
Name:
E-mail:
Primary Telephone: (

)

Flight Information (Please check one)
Departure Airport or City:
Do you want Discover Europe to book your flights: □Yes □No
If self-arranged, please provide us with the full details by mail or e-mail
at least 90 days prior to departure.
Extension Information
I/we plan on extending before or after the tour: □Yes □No

of the countries visited on your tour by more than 10% in the 6 months
prior to trip departure.
2. Airfares. If your tour includes airfare, Discover Europe reserves the right
to pass along increases in costs (taxes, airport fees, fuel surcharges, etc.)
that are charged by the airline involved.
3. Group size. This tour has been based on a group size of 25-30 participants.
Should we end up with less than 25 people, we will determine a course
of action which will involve either paying a surcharge to keep the tour as
is, or making adjustments to the tour in order to keep the cost the same.
4. Late registrations (received within 60 days of departure) may also incur
extra fees and charges as discounted rates for hotels and airfares may no
longer be available so close to departure. Participants will be made aware
of any such charges before their registration is accepted.
Refund Policy
1. Participants who withdraw more than 90 days prior to tour departure will
receive a refund of all monies received by Discover Europe, Ltd., less a
$200 cancellation penalty per person*.
2. Participants who withdraw fewer than 90 days prior to tour departure will
receive a refund of all monies received by Discover Europe, Ltd., less the
following cancellation penalties:
		
 90 - 61 days prior to departure: $1000 per person*
		
 60 - 31 days prior to departure: $2000 per person*
		
 30 or fewer days prior to departure: no refund*
3. Please note that the final payment becomes due upon receipt of the final
invoice and will remain payable, as per the payment schedule, if your
cancellation is received after this.
4. These cancellation penalty amounts do not include any airfares purchased
on your behalf by Discover Europe Ltd. Note that the least expensive
airfares are usually non-refundable. Refunds for airline tickets will be
handled separately from the refund of the land tour package.
5. Trip cancellation insurance is not included in your Discover Europe tour
package. Discover Europe, Ltd., strongly advises that you purchase travel
insurance for your upcoming trip. Information describing the services of
a recommended travel insurance company will be made available to you
upon registration.
6. All cancellation requests must be received in writing.
7. There is no provision for refund for any activities missed due to the
participant’s absence once the tour has started.
8. Your place on this tour is not transferrable.
* Unless enrolled in our payment protection plan
Inclusions & Exclusions
1. All inclusions are listed on the day-by-day itinerary and registration form.
2. The following are not included (unless specifically mentioned in the
itinerary): travel insurance, transportation to and from the participant’s
home to their chosen departure airport, passport fees, excess baggage
charges, tips to couriers and tour bus drivers, items of a personal nature.



Rooming Requirements (Please check one)
□ I would like a single room (see itinerary for supplement)
□ I will be sharing with:
We would like a □double □twin-bedded room
Discover Europe may include my e-mail address on the tour passenger list.
			
□Yes
□No
I would like to enroll in the Payment Protection Plan. 			
			
□Yes
□No
Signatures

The undersigned has read the tour itinerary and recognizes and accepts any risk inherent
therein. The undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for and on behalf of his/
her dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to abide by the conditions
set forth in the terms and conditions listed in this brochure and to release and hold
harmless GFWC and any of their officers, trustees, agents, licensees, or representatives,
from any and all liability for delays, injuries, or death or for the loss of or damage to
his/her property however occurring during any portion of, or in relation to, the tour.

Signature:

Date:

Signature:

Date:

If yes, I would like to extend to:

